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a DESCRIPTION 

CONDIT ION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
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XFAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL(IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Linden Farm, near  Farnham Church i n  Richmond County, is a  smal l ,  story-and-a-half 
frame building.Probably begun c i r c a  1700, the  house.achieved i t s  p r e s e n t  form by 
c i r c a  1725. 

The house i s  c l a d  with beaded weatherboards and the  asymmetrical gable roof i s  
covered with standing-seam sheet  metal,  beneath which can be glimpsed an e a r l i e r  
l a y e r  of square-but t  sh ing les .  T a l l ,  asymmetrical .pyramidal chimneys b u i l t  of b r i c k  
l a i d  i n  Flemish bond wi th  random glazed headers and rodded j o i n t s ,  and having low, 
stepped water t a b l e s  and parged weatherings, s tand a t  e i t h e r  end. Although no t  
bonded t o  t h e  underpinning, the  cons t ruc t ion  of the  c e l l a r  wal l  and hea r ths  i n  t h e  
c e l l a r  under. t h e  n o r t h  end. suggests  t h a t  t h e  Ehimneys are;' neve r the le s s ,  probably 
o r i g i n a l , . a t  l e a s t  to  the  house i n  i t s  f i n a l  sEage. There a r e  four  i r r e g u l a r l y  spaced 
openings and t h r e e  gableddormer$.  a c r o s s t h e  facade.' ~ a r l y  six-over-nine sash  Light 
t h e  ground-floor windows, andfour -ove r - four  s a s h : a r e  used i n  t h e  dormers. The p r e s e n t  
f r o n t  doorway c o n s i s t s  0 f ;n ine teen th -cen tu ry  double-leaf doors hung i n  an e ighteenth-  
century frame, with a  f i v e - l i g h t  transom over i t .  

Linden Farm was b u i l t  i n  two s t ages .  The o r i g i n a l  house cons i s t ed  of the  p resen t  
southern por t ion ,  which con ta ins  a  s i n g l e  l a r g e  room, with a  s i n g l e  l ean - to  room 
behind i t .  The removal of a  weatherboard a t  eaves l e v e l  revealed t h a t  the  o r i g i n a l  
door was pos i t ioned approximately i n  the  c e n t e r  of t h e  facade of the  smal ler  house. 
It  a l s o  revealed t h a t  the  house had been c l a d  with r iven  clapboards.  Rare surviv ing  

1 specimens of these  a r e  preserved,  beneath t h e  p l a s t e r ,  on the  former n o r t h  gable  .end, 
' .  now the  n o r t h  wal l  of the  passage. The f e n e s t r a t i o n  of the  p resen t  n o r t h  end has been 
<.- una l t e red ,  a s  t h e  framing i n d i c a t e s .  

The .present p l an  d a t e s  from t h e  a d d i t i o n  of the  n o r t h  end. A passage was s e t  o f f  
I from p a r t  of the  o r i g i n a l  house, c r e a t i n g  a  double-pi le ,  cent ra l -passage  house wi th  

a  s l i g h t l y  ca ter -cornered  chimney i n  each room. The handsome s t r a i g h t - r u n  'Jacobean'  
s t a i r  with i ts  c losed  s t r i n g  and heavy turned b a l u s t e r s  ascends i n  the  passage from 
the  back t o  t h e  f r o n t  of the  house. It i s  u n c e r t a i n  whether t h i s  s t a i r  was i n s t a l l e d  
during the  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  the  o r i g i n a l  house o r  dur ing  its expansion, and it is n o t  
poss ib le  a t  t h i s  time t o  determine whether it i s  i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  p o s i t i o n .  

o t h e r  than the  s t a i r ,  l i t t l e  decora t ive  t r im  remains i n  t h e  house. Austere Greek 
Revival mantels  wi th  unadorned p i l a s t e r s  and f r i e z e s  s e t  o f f  t h e  f i r e p l a c e s  i n  t h e  
f r o n t  rooms, and wide double-beaded c h a i r  boards a r e  used i n  a l l  of the  f i r s t - f l o o r  
rooms and t h e  passage. Many of t h e  doors throughout the  house were i n s t a l l e d  i n  the  
mid-nineteenth century ,  and r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  decora t ion  of g ra in ing  i n  i m i t a t i o n  
of wood. 

The t russed- ra f t ey  roof i s  notable  f o r  i t s  use  of t i l t e d - f a l s e - p l a t e  eaves cons t ruc t ion ,  
i n  rvhich t h e  r a f t r r s  a r e  secured a t  t h e i r  f e e t  by being pegged t o  a  square  " f a l s e  
p la t e"  which i s  s e t  d iagonal ly  ac ross  the  ends of t h e  t i e  beams. This form of eaves 
cons t ruc t ion ,  i n  a  house t h i s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  b u i l t ,  i s  normally i n d i c a t i v e  of a  d a t e  
before c i r c a  1725, and is o f t e n  found i n  connect ion wi th  the  use  of r i v e n  clapboards 
as a  roof covering.  ( see  Continuat ion shee t  #2) -~*: 
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DESCRIPTION 

Linden Farm has  n o t  y e t  been a v a i l a b l e  f o r  complete s t r u c t u r a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
and c l u e s  v i s i b l e  through t h e  p l a s t e r  and through holes  i n  t h e  second-f loor  
c e i l i n g  suggest  t h a t  o t h e r  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s ,  poss ib ly  inc lud ing  
a  casement window, a r e  s t i l l  hidden wi th in  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  wa l l  which former ly  
served a s  t h e  n o r t h  gable  end of t h e  o r i g i n a l  house. 

Dm 
The 282- a c r e  t r a c t  being nominated i s  a l l  t h a t  remains i n t a c t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  
302-acre g r a n t  r ece ived  by Andrew Dew from t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  of t h e  Northern 
Neck. 
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BUILDER/ARCHlTECT 

I STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
2 ,  , . . . . 

Linden Farm i s a  rare-example of a  c o l o n i a l  vernacular  farmhouse on t h e  Northern 
Neck of Vi rg in ia ,  an .area  which, d e s p i t e  i t s  l o n g a n d  e v e n t f u l  h i s t o r y ;  r e t a i n s  
r e l a t i v e l y  few c o l o n i a l . b u i l d i n g s  o f  any s o r t ,  Arch i t ec tu ra l  and documentary ev i -  
dence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e c o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  of t h i s  important s u r v i v a l  was b u i l t  :. 

e a r l y  i n  the  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of the  e ighteenth  century ,  and t h a t  i t  had ach.i.&ved  it^ 
present  form by t h e  end of t h e  qua r t e r .  This would make i t  perhaps t h e  o l d e s t  
house on t h e  Northern Neck. Linden Farm e x i s t s  i n  a  remarkable s t a t e  of preserv-  
a t i o n  r e t a i n i n g  s e v e r a l  s t r i k i n g  and unusual f e a t u r e s  inc luding i t s  massive, 
asymmetrical pyramidal chimneys, i t s  c losed- s t r ing  ' ~ a c o b e a n '  s t a i r ,  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
r i v e n  cla.pboards ( r a r e  s u r v i v a l s  i n  Vi rg in ia )  on t h e  former n o r t h  gab le  end, and 
i t s  t i l t e d - f a l s e - p l a t e  eaves framing, normally an i n d i c a t i o n  of a  ve ry  e a r l y  con- 
s t r u c t i o n  d a t e  on s u b s t a n t i a l  V i rg in ia  houses. 

The e a r l y  h i s t o r y  of Linden Farm is uncer ta in ;  several. l awsu i t s  and excep t iona l ly  
vague boundary d e s c r i p t i o n s  have  made t h e  t i t l e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  wi th  
c e r t a i n t y .  A s  nea r  a s  can be determined, however, the  o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  of t h e  house 

I \?as probably b u i l t  by Andrew Dew, a  member of a  family which had been i n  t h e  
Rappahannock River a r e a  s i n c e  a t  l e a s t  t h e  mid-seventeenth century.  Dew was 
e s t ab l i shed  i n  the  Farnham a r e a  by 1708, when he received a  302-acre g r a n t  bounded 

I i n  p a r t  by "land of t h e  s a i d  Dew" from t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  of t h e  Northern Neck. A t  
h i s  death i n  1714, " M r .  Andrew Dew" l e f t  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  e s t a t e  valued a t 4 1 8 7  3s 6d. 
Many of the  items l i s t e d  were t ex t i l e s - - l inen ,  co t ton ,  f u s t i a n ,  oznabrig--which 

! 
I 

sugges ts  t h a t  Dew was a  c l o t h  merchant. (No t a i l o r ' s  t o o l s  were inventor ied . )  
Though a  house of one l a r g e  room and a  l ean - to  room seems t o  be modest accommodations 

a f o r  so  success fu l  an ind iv idua l ,  i t  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  with a  p a t t e r n  of dwell ing i n  
b small  houses which i s  observable from the  inven to r i e s  of o t h e r  l a t e  seventeenth-  and 

i 
e a r l y  e ighteenth-century  merchants of the  Northern Neck. 

Dew wi l l ed  "the p l a n t a t i o n  I l i v e  on" t o  h i s  son Andrew, who probably expanded t h e  
house t o  i t s  p resen t  £om.  The second Andrew Dew died i n  1727, leaving  an e s t a t e  
appraised a t R 2 4  19s id. H i s  p roper ty  was divided between h i s  sons Thomas and 
W i l l i a m ,  wi th  t h e  l a t t e r  r ece iv ing  t h e  "land I l i v e  on." By Will iams's  dea th  i n  1770, 
h i s  family had l e f t  Richmond.,County f o r  the  west ,  and he ordered  t h a t  h i s  land and 
his$70 e s t a t e  be s o l d  and the  proceeds divided among h i s  h e i r s .  'William Dew's son 
Samuel, of Hampshire County (now West V i r g i n i a ) ,  purchased t h e  l and ,  but  so ld  i t  i n  
1780 t o  Edward Saunders. (see con t inua t ion  Sheet #3) 
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Saunders died i n  1826, leaving  h i s  p l a n t a t i o n  t o  h i s  grandson Edward Sydnor Saunders,  

I 
who s o l d  i t  t o  William H. Tayloe of M t .  Airy, i n  1845, i n  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of a  debt .  
Thus c m e n c e d  a  65-year per iod  during which t h e  proper ty  underwent a  r a p i d  s e r i e s  of 
s a l e s ,  r e s a l e s ,  and l a w s u i t s ,  dur ing  which it was owned by t h e  L y e l l ,  S i l l e r ,  Hutt ,  
Becker, and Lewis f a m i l i e s .  The 1873 deed from R. H. Lye l l  t o  Frank S i l l e r  con ta ins  
t h e  f i r s t  recorded r e fe rence  t o  t h e  p rope r ty  as "Linden." It was f i r s t  r e f e r r e d  t o  
as  Linden Farm i n  1900. 

Farm was purchased by Ib r sey  B. Beaucham, and has  descended t o  h i s  
Mrs. V i r g i n i a  B. Saunders. Thus, t h e  p resen t  owners have maintained 

I 
t h e  longes t  cont inuous t enure  of a  s i n g l e  family i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  house. It I 
is c u r r e n t l y  unoccupied and is f o r  s a l e .  



Richmond County Chancery Court S u i t  Number 105. 
Richmond County Deed and W i l l  Books. 
Upton, Dell ,  "Linden F a n  T i t l e , "  unpublished m s  i n  Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks 
Commission archives.  

~ G E O G R ~ H I C A L  DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 28.2 acres  $ 

UTM REFERENCES 
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ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The acreage comprising Linden Farm is bounded by a l i n e  beginning a t  a po in t  on t h e  
no r th  s i d e  of S t a t e  Route 3,  approximately 1400' SE of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  s t a t e  r o u t e s  3 
and 611; thence extending 200' NE, then approximately 500' SE, then  400' NE t o  t r e e  
l i n e ;  thence extending approximately 2200'NW fol lowing t r e e  l i n e ;  thence extending 
approximately 1200' SW t o  n o r t h  s i d e  of  S t a t e  Route 3;  thence extending SE along nor th  
s i d e  of  s a i d  r o u t e  t o  p o i n t  of  o r i g i n .  

I LIST ALL STATES A N D  COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
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221 Governor S t r e e t  (804) 786-3144 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Richmond , V i r g i n i a  

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATEX LOCAL- 

AS the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this property For inclusion in the National Register and certify that it hos been evaluated according t o  the 

A L  REGISTER 
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